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Members Present (18 voting members)          
Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer, Chairperson & Service Provider 
Lisa Collette, Vice-Chair & Insurance Commission Representative 
Melissa Schoenberger, for Melissa Rooker, Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund 
Tricia Waggoner, Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 
Angel Spann, for Dr. Watson, Kansas Commissioner of Education,  
Nichelle Adams, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF) 
Sydney Dringman, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF) 
Chanda Gross, Medicaid Representative 
Shanna Hailey, KS Department of Aging and Disabilities 
Bronwyn Fees, KSU, Board of Regents representative  
Susan Bowles, Service Provider Member 
Ann Elliott, Service Provider Member 
Erin Schuweiler, Service Provider Member 
Monica Ross, Service Provider Member 
Marites Altuna, Service Provider Member 
Courtney Hochman, Parent Member 
Kim Kennedy, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF) (Ex-Officio) 
Lesli Girard, Families Together (Ex-Officio) 
 
Members Not Present 
Senator Renee Erickson, Legislator  
Representative Susan Ruiz, Legislator  
Ann Elliott, Service Provider Member 
Erin Schuweiler, Service Provider Member 
Jennifer King, SEAC liaison (Ex-Officio) 
 
Nonmembers Present 
Stacy Clarke, SICC Coordinator 
Elizabeth Brunscheen-Cartagena, Past parent member 
Sara Gardner, KU-CPPR 
Lindsay Orion, KU_CPPR 
Debbie Lair, Wy. Co. Part C Coordinator 
Jenny Brase, KITS 
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Barbara Kramer, KITS 
Nicole Harris, KECDS 
Brian Burgoon, Families Together 
Jennifer Pishny, KCCTO 
 
Call to order:  
Chair Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer called the meeting to order.  
Introductions were made by all present (it was noted that there was a quorum).    
 
Meeting Minutes:   

The minutes from October were reviewed, amended and approved. 
 Motion made by Melissa Schoenberger to accept minutes 
 Second by Marites Altuna 

Motion carried – All members voted yes 
 
Meeting agenda:   

The agenda for November was reviewed and approved with revisions. 
 Susan Bowles moved to accept the agenda  
 Courtney Hochman seconded the motion 

Motion carried – All members voted yes 
 
Public Comment: 
No request came in for public comment. 
 

State Program: Nicole Harris, KECDS, gave an overview of Part C program site 
visits. 
The visits are program driven to provide KECDS to learn what’s working well and what 
the program is working on improving. Most visits last a week to give KECDS staff time to 
truly understand the program. Visitors get to go on home visits, meet with staff, speak 
with LICC members and any other activities the program plans. 
 

LICC Grants 
Approval of new applications 

• KS28 Pottawatomie & Wabaunsee Counties, $3000 for community 
awareness including a new ITS website. 

• KS37 Wyandotte County, $1700 to create an AAC library 
Moved by Susan Bowles to approve the grants 
Second by Courtney Hochman 
One abstention – Nichelle Adams 
Motion carried. 
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Chair Report 
Having heard about concerns about school district LEAs for Part C programs 
needing a better understanding of the assurances listed in Part C program 
grants, specifically fiscal requirements and Part C Coordinator responsibilities; 
Kathy spoke to Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) asking them for 
support in addressing this issue. A plan for providing information to SPED 
administrators by having Tricia Wagonner, Kansas Part C Coordinator speak to 
the group to provide information in December. 
 

Committee Reports: 
 
Executive Committee – Received an email from Douglas County LICC expressing 
concerns about the LEA not working collaboratively with the Part C program 
which is impeding function and services. The Executive Committee responded 
by sending a letter offering support and providing information about the LICC 
grant purpose. The LEA may need a better understanding of LICC grants. 
 
ECLRE Committee – continuing to work on promoting special education training 
to child care providers. Next step will be determining how to measure success. 
In the future, the committee will be looking at Indicator 6 data to determine if 
there is work that can be done to support this. 

Notes from the EC LRE Committee meeting on 11/12/25 

Goal 3:  Increase young children being placed in the Least 
Restrictive Environment 
 
Facilitate child care providers and directors taking “Early Intervention and Special 
Education Basics” - a KCCTO training that provides core concepts about early childhood 
special education programs. By becoming more comfortable with inviting service providers 
into their child care setting this will increase the number of child care administrators and 
providers forming meaningful collaborative partnerships with Early Intervention and 
Special Education Preschool. 

NOTES 

• Chavis has a new email: clickvar@kumc.edu  
• Jen has completed 2 more Early Intervention and Special Education Basics trainings. 

The committee is excited to hear how they went. 
• New committee member Barbara Kramer. 

mailto:clickvar@kumc.edu
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• The committee would like to track inclusive practices in the communities that have 
had the training. We’ll ask Jen to document the locations of the trainings and work 
to create a way to document growth. 

• ASQ – some child care settings aren’t making referrals based on the ASQ findings.  
• We’ll invite Maddie from Help Me Grow to join our committee since her work aligns 

with what we are currently doing. Maybe we can track her trainings and the change 
in referrals and inclusive practices with her data too. (Stacy) 

To-Do: 

o Share information with Angel – ask her to share Indicator 6 information at the next 
meeting 

o Share information with Jen and ask her to provide location and number of staff 
attending training. Maybe even the number of children at each center. 

o Find out if we have an updated Indicator 6 map 
o Ask Maddie to join our committee 

 
 
LICC Support Committee – The Fall LICC Retreat went exceptionally well. Over 
200 people registered, and many people have heard how wonderful the 
presentations were and have asked to have it repeated and to get the handouts 
to share with others. The committee is reviewing the evaluations, and they are 
very positive. They will have another one next year. The committee is looking for 
suggestions for future retreats. 
Also looking at Part C assurances including requirements of LICC and supporting 
programs in writing effective MOUs. 
 
SICC Systems & Services Committee – Promote the management and function 
of the SICC as it aligns with the All in for Kansas Kids Strategic Plan. Sherron 
Fields, KCCTO shared the information about career pathway, CAPE, and 
professional development at the last meeting. Beth Toland, Allen Community 
College attended also. Apprenticeship program and working with high schools 
on recruitment into early childhood. The committee has a spreadsheet 
attempting to organize early childhood recruitment and retention. 
 
Medicaid Workgroup – taking a break until the KU project is complete. 
 
Cat. Aid Workgroup – gathering information about categorical aid for travel 
reimbursement 
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Program: Sara Gardner & Lindsay Orion, KU-CPPR, shared the All in for Kansas 
Kids dashboard and requested feedback from SICC members. 
Preschool Development Grant funds the strategic plan. 
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Will go live on January 16, 2026 

Dashboard link: https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/aifkk-sp-monitoring-dashboard-draft 

 
Providing feedback: 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/c5a68b6fd5814605a4da4256631b5d0c 

 

Agency Reports: 
DCF 

• Work on transition of some programs to the new office of early childhood. 
• CCBF funding and child care quality office moving to OEC 
• Quality of child care 
• Office of Early Childhood Officially begins: July 1, 2026 
• SNAP up and going. Benefits return to normal in December. 

 
KCCTF – Well Being Pathway – which we will have present at the December SICC 
meeting. Dashboard presentation from KCCTF too. Moving to the Office of Early 
Childhood. Early Childhood Block Grant webinar for Head Start, Early Childhood 
programs 
 
KDADS - Gary Henault retiring – Linda Buchheister taking over 

KDHE – written report attached 
 

https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/aifkk-sp-monitoring-dashboard-draft
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/c5a68b6fd5814605a4da4256631b5d0c
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KSDE – KindersCan opportunities through Greenbush and ESSDACK 
2025-26 Kindergarten Readiness data is available in the KSDE Authenticated App 
 
Families Together – Brian Burgoon shared data from the previous year and previous 5 
years to show the increase in families being served in almost all counties of Kansas. 
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Staff Report: 
Attending many LICCs 
Amanda Petersen will be sending SICC members an evaluation of my work for the SICC. 
 
 
Adjournment:   

Motion made by Lisa Collette to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion second by Bronwyn Fees. 
Meeting adjourned by Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer 
All in favor 

 

The next State ICC meeting will be: 
December 12 @ 1pm virtual. 

Wednesday, January 14 from 8 am – 3 pm in Topeka – This 
is our joint meeting with the Special Education Advisory 
Council (SEAC) meeting.  
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The mission of the Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 
is to ensure that a comprehensive service delivery system of integrated services is available in 
Kansas to all children with, or at risk of, developmental delays from birth through age five and 

their families. 
 

KDHE Agency Report Template 
Detailed written reports should be provided for distribution on the Monday prior to the 
SICC Meeting. 

 
Meeting Date:11/21/2025 
 
• Provide a brief description of new/ongoing activities related to children 

age five or under and their families. 
o KECDS 

 We have our report from OSEP on the DMS visit. Part C has 
five findings of noncompliance; General Supervision, Timely 
Identification of Noncompliance, Single Line of Responsibility, 
Dispute Resolution Procedures, and Complaint Resolution  

• New policies were submitted to OSEP October 22. 
• New Kansas Regulations were also submitted to OSEP 

October 22. 
 OSEP was closed from September 30th to November 13th. This 

may affect our timeline of getting our findings released. We 
have been notified that our state lead is out until December 1. 
Hopefully we will find out more after he returns.  

 A team of stakeholders continues to work on rewriting our Policy 
Manual. The plan is to have the Policy Manual complete by 
February 1st and implemented by July 1. 

 The first four onsite visits to Infant Toddler programs happened 
this year. Reports detailing the visits are provided to programs. 

 We continue to work towards the goal of getting a new 
database.  

• We meet with the vender several times a week for 1-4 
hours at a time.  

• KECDS is working on data mapping for this process.  
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• Testing starts in December. 
• Training starts in March 
• The database goes live in April of 2026.  

 Determination Reports went to programs at the end of October. 
Once the appeal window is closed those reports will be posted 
to the website. 

 The in-person coordinator’s meeting happened November 6.  
 KECDS collected transition MOUs from all programs that 

currently have them in place. We have reviewed these and will 
be sending out a report to programs highlighting areas for 
improvement.  

 A team of researchers from CPPR has been working on a report 
focused on improving collaboration between Part C, MCH 
programs and Medicaid in Kansas. That report is nearing 
completion and will be provided to the SICC once finalized.  

 
o Other Children and Families Programs 

 MIECHV is expanding into Southwest Kansas through an 
exciting new partnership with Russell Child Development Center 
(RCDC).  

 Becoming a Mom is teaming up with UnitedHealthcare to launch 
a virtual BaM curriculum statewide, with a pilot coming soon. 

 MCH and UHV applications will open January 15. We’ve 
streamlined the process to reduce burden on agencies and 
created two separate applications in preparation for Home 
Visiting’s transition to the Office of Early Childhood. 

 Our Home Visiting Unit Manager presented at the MIECHV All-
Grantee Meeting in Washington, D.C. highlighting our work in 
evaluating home visiting workforce wellbeing.  
 

 


