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Members Present (20 voting members)

Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer, Chairperson & Service Provider

Lisa Collette, Vice-Chair & Insurance Commission Representative
Christie Wyckoff, for Melissa Rooker, Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund
Tricia Waggoner, Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE)
Melissa Valenza, for Dr. Watson, Kansas Commissioner of Education,
Susan Bowles, Service Provider Member

Bronwyn Fees, KSU, incoming Board of Regents representative

Erin Schuweiler, Service Provider Member

Monica Ross, Service Provider Member

Marites Altuna, Service Provider Member

Nichelle Adams, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF)

Kim Kennedy, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF) (Ex-QOfficio)
Chanda Gross, Medicaid Representative

Sydney Dringman, Kansas Dept. for Children and Families (DCF)

Senator Renee Erickson, Legislator

Courtney Hochman, Public Member

Members Not Present

Ann Elliott, Service Provider Member
Representative Susan Ruiz, Legislator
Linda Buchheister, KDADS

Diana Martinez, Head Start Representative
Jennifer King, SEAC liaison (Ex-Officio)

Lesli Girard, Families Together (Ex-Officio)
Hilary Crist, Service Provider Member

Nonmembers Present

Stacy Clarke, KSDE SICC Staff Person

Elizabeth Brunscheen-Cartagena, Past parent member
Tiffany Bartley, KCSL Healthy Families

Beccy Strohm, KSDE Admin. Asst.
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Liz Stone, Part C Coordinator for SE KS ITS
Jen Pishny, KCCTO

Megan Cizek, KU-CPPR

Cayla Byers, KU-CPPR

Call to order:
Chair Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer called the meeting to order.
Introductions were made by all present (it was noted that there was a quorum).

Meeting Minutes:
The minutes from March 2025 were reviewed and approved.
Motion made by Susan Bowles to accept minutes
Seconded by Sen. Renee Erickson
Motion carried - All members voted yes

Meeting agenda:
The agenda for April 2025 was reviewed and approved with revisions.
Lisa Collette moved to accept the agenda
Elizabeth Brunscheen-Cartagena seconded the motion
Motion carried - All members voted yes

Public Comment:
No request came in for public comment.
No comments

Local Program:

Liz Stone, KS34 ITS of SEKS: community awareness and

developmental screeners

Postcards with ASQ QR code & sometimes sign up for DPIL

12 counties served, served close to 900 children with an

increase in referrals

e Need a speech therapist and PT/OT to be fully staffed

e Place at convenience stores, libraries, etc.

e Respond with a form letter (if within normal range) the ITS
Nurse (intake person) calls the family if there are concerns

e Unknown if this has increased the number of ASQ screenings

e Currently updating the cards with new branding
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State Program:
Meghan Cizek & Cayla Byers, KU-CPPR, building community
connections to improve early childhood
Human Need for Belonging, community conversations
e Funded through DCF

Community Conversation Overview

* Began in southeast region in partnership with DCF state and
regional partners

* Grounded in prevention science

+ Events were hosted in Kansas communities with service
providers, families, and community leaders

* Events include:

* Video viewing - The Importance of Human Belonging, Dr. Amelia Franck
Meyer

» Local data walk
« Exploration of innovative strategies (ie.. The Four Questions)

+ |dentify local solutions to build community and system capacity for
prevention rather than punishment

* Develop written community-owned action plan as roadmap to community, _::
prevention

Why Belonging Matters Four Questions Framework

Belonging is a core survival need, + A practical tool to center prevention
not just a nice-to-have and belonging

*  Children thrive when they feel

claimed, protected, and safe +  Helps professionals critically assess

risk and explore support
Trauma disrupts belonging and
weakens relational bonds ] EI‘ICGUIHQGE ﬁ‘g‘ﬂﬁl‘l"‘lﬂ to ask, “What

does this family need?"
* System involvement can sever

critical connections that impact «  Bridges decision-making across
lifelong outcomes courts, schools, and services
Reform means shifting from +  Promotes family preservation before

separation to support and healing removal

Can I remove the danger?
Can | send someone to the home to midigate the danger?
Can I have the family receive a service to help decrease the danger?
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' Intended Outcomes

Train Train mandated reporters across sectors to recognize poverty vs.
neglect and support family connection.
Embed the Four Questions framework and other innovative
EmbEd prevention tools in decision-making processes.
Build
Reframe Reframe prevention as a shared responsibility and DCF as a partner
in prevention and family support.
Strengthen collaborative alignment across sectors (e.g., judicial,
Strengthen community providers, DCF) related to family preservation and early
supports.

e Approximately 80% of DCF Hotline reports are due to
circumstance, not abuse.

e The purpose of this training is to connect reporters and
providers to create a safety net to promote family and child
well-being and strengthen alignment of support.

What they have learned from presentations that have already
occurred:

Select Key Takeaways

We must ensure support is foundational and comprehensive.

«  Many removals stem from unmet basic needs, not safely threats—poverty does not
equal neglect

We must increase accessibility, shift practices, and change mindsels toward
universal support.

«  Families banefit when sarvices are integrated and accessible,
«  Familigs often fear seeking halp due to stigma. feeling shamed by providers, and past
system harm

«  Families are discouraged from seeking help when they are their priorities are
dismissed, or they are required to take services they don't need to get help

We must coordinate processes and approaches,

+  Inconsistencies and lack of coordination across regions and service sectors (eg.,
judicial, education, healthcare, child welfare, law enforcement) can harm families.
Reliable and early suppaort for helping families meet the needs and priorities they
identify builds trust and willingness to seek further help
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Example Recommendations for Actioft

« Develop and expand peer support networks

« Integrate child welfare liaisons into school
settings

* Engage legal and judicial partners in planning to
create shared prevention goals and practices
« Develop practice tools (e.g., workflow, app,

guidance) to support use of 4 Questions
framework

« Strengthen referral and communication
channels among providers within communities

Kan Link- Kansas Linking Infrastructure for Nurturing Kids
closely related work.

Outcome- Community roadmap for how to move forward with the
shared goal.

How can a community have this presentation?
Just contact them.

Grant Applications to approve:
KS17 ITS Riley Co, $2000 for outreach materials and community events

KS07 Douglas Co. $2000 for promotional materials, presentations, brochures,
and community events

KS22 Marion County, $2000 for promotional items for events, PAT promotion,
Dolly Parton Imagination Library promotional materials

KS28 Pottawatomie and Wabaunsee Counties for $2000 for community
outreach and promotion items

KS34 SE KS LICC for $2000 for community outreach and promotion items

Erin Schuweiler moved to accept all LICC grant applications.
Tricia Waggoner seconded the motion.
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All voted in favor. Motion passes.
Attached: List of grants currently awarded.

Next year LICC grants will be for a maximum of $3000 and are now
available.

PART C Grants

Kansas Part C Grant Application

Found at: https:.//www.kdhe.ks.gov/677/Kansas-Early-Childhood-
Developmental-Ser

It's open to comments. Send comments to KDHE.kdecs@ks.gov

Funding for grant: KSDE doesn't have final funding amounts yet, so
Kansas doesn't know how much money they will receive or when it
will be distributed.

Local Part C Grant Applications to KDHE are due on April 29, 2025.

Programs are currently estimating their funding and budgets. Those
will be amended when the amount of federal money is known.

Committee Reports:

Executive Committee: no report

Inclusion Workgroup : Discussed name of the workgroup. They may be transitioning
back to LRE workgroup since most of their work is related to Least Restrictive
Environment. Discussed the need for child care providers to understand LRE. They
would like to spread information about the training available to child care providers.

LICC Support Committee
Retreat on Oct. 24, 2025 start at 8:30 am

Hoping to have Angie Neal - Appropriate Screen Time - for 90 minutes.

CEUs will hopefully be available.

Meet 2" Thursday of the month. May 8 @ 3:45 pm

Liz will add to the discussion about ideas for families that don't involve screen time.


https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/677/Kansas-Early-Childhood-Developmental-Ser
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/677/Kansas-Early-Childhood-Developmental-Ser
mailto:KDHE.kdecs@ks.gov
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Just 10 Minutes: Strengthening Families with Screen-Free Activities for Kids
(justtenminutes.orq)

SICC Systems & Services Committee: working to compliment the All in for Kansas Kids
Plan

Medicaid Workgroup: Will meet in May. KU is still working on gathering data. Creating a
guidance document for Medicaid usage and billing. (Similar to the Cat. Aid. Guidance
document.)

Question: Can the committee work on billing codes for V.1.? The workgroup is aware of
this need.

Cat. Aid Workgroup: Created a guidance document for Part C programs. They are also
trying to inform Part C programs about gaining access to the cat. aid. Information. This
information should be reviewed for accuracy. KSDE is working with the group to assist
making sure that the information regarding cat. aid. Next, they will be working on
transportation reimbursement.

Agency Reports:

KSDE Report: no report

DCF Report: no report

KDHE Report: Clarification has opened from the federal office. SICC will see the report
at the next SICC meeting. In person coordinators meeting yesterday: Finance,
performance indicators. OSEP has been riffed (ended). Final report should still be
released soon. Kansas will have 90 days to respond to that report.

KDADS Report: Moving forward with July 1 contracts. Federal government stopped
COVID relief funding, specifically PAX training. Scheduled PAX training will continue, but
no new training will happen this year. State plan amendment for codes is moving
forward. It willimprove the ability of providers to provide services. Rebecca Bell is no
longer with KDADs- no longer on the SICC.

KCCTF Report: Cabinet approved ECBG for 26. Three new programs: KidZone (KC),
Finney Co. child care. Quinter preschool teacher supported by ECBG is Region 1
Teacher of the Year.

Families Together - no report

SEAC Report (quarterly) - no report



https://justtenminutes.org/
https://justtenminutes.org/
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Question about HeadStart funding. Answer: Recent email sent explains the situation
along with possible implications. This is information to share with communities. Kim
Kennedy forwarded the email to the SICC. Stacy will share this with all members.
Information from Kim Kennedy:

| am reaching out to share news from the Kansas Head Start Association. As always, please feel
free to reach out with any questions or to connect about any upcoming opportunities or
potential areas of partnership.

Protecting the Future of Head Start. Please see our statement regarding future funding for
Head Start. KHSA believes that Head Start is a model for high quality early education and an
effective two-generational approach. Research has shown that early childhood education
programs like Head Start lead to a stronger workforce, higher earnings, and lower recidivism
rates because of the focus on economic growth and efficiency. Thank you for your continued
support for the Head Start programs, staff, and families we represent.

Opportunities to share your support for protecting and preserving Head Start are located
HERE and HERE.

Head Start Celebrates 60 Years (1965-2025). Over 100 Kansas Head Start staff, parents, and
partners continued our celebration of 60 Years of Head Start in our nation during our April state
meeting. During the week of April 28", the Kansas Head Start community across the state will be
holding celebrations to recognize this milestone. Follow KHSA on Facebook and/or subscribe to
our newsletter to keep up with other celebration opportunities throughout the year.

Interested in helping us celebrate? We invite you to purchase a Kansas Celebrates 60 Years of
Head Start t-shirt HERE. All proceeds support activities celebrating the 60™.

The Kansas Head Start Association is inviting Head Start alumni to connect with us as we
celebrate the 60 Anniversary of Head Start. If you or someone you know is a Head Start alumni
(child, family member, or staff member), please share your name and contact information HERE.
We will reach out to those who respond and offer a variety of opportunities for them to share
their Head Start experience.

Accept agency reports

Courtney Hochman moved to accept the reports as presented.
Liz Brunscheen-Cartagena seconded the motion.

Motion passed unanimously.

Other Reports:

Staff Reports: none

Chair Report: none



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fstatic1.squarespace.com%2fstatic%2f5924508cb8a79bc8d17f4256%2ft%2f67ffee9e1d2af9071a1b2fab%2f1744826014363%2fKHSA%2bStatement%2bon%2bFY26%2bBudget.4.15.25.pdf&c=E,1,Liom6AOq8UYHftOEecioHfHtX5Ov-NtiypMRwwTAUwDVXx-3YnMWzo3wAqcDhYZns3zAaAFBQnLtDcatpIGVdbcs2oW_BpWh2mSVOZmNLnyxtvq_F3KN4KM,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ffyf.org%2factions%2f2025%2fprotect-head-start-message-your-member%2f&c=E,1,drNB7yUylJtWDRuZtBkvAtP3QP8FQhwfWytB5b8SMHq7rnGBd920O6xaqevd0xe2dhdu6vdjfN13BwFb1Peyjb1G1caNnRSlXWU3dgawGABzil1ba44XMyPvGduZ&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnhsa.org%2ftake-action%2f&c=E,1,X4vD_hnaf9Zl6n9GphkzjCw5XvCvDSGGQv3zA7_J096ofobe4I2M6Dle9_SjTjBJkt7DB-I2jlN0KsiXDdOWDxNiAC9cwxWs8RN1LkC4NunPc6NqJUM6G7-HUw,,&typo=1
https://www.facebook.com/ksheadstart
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fksheadstart.us11.list-manage.com%2fsubscribe%3fu%3d88cbdb75081a3c0d8eba557fb%26id%3df9a52452a4&c=E,1,6CdMEZhAeXLjKslZGq0YjQRfPhQ5-JjJwRq7HxIlg3Vzg3KnL7texSQNTuiD1dVgeqp14jvpxr5gQOUmQ_8uvHuXKa_g2ORg-AEBpXj0a7tze03VLz_sbw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bonfire.com%2fstore%2fkansas-head-start-association%2f&c=E,1,lClIN1YaS0m7Ryput5iME1leg8OlhGWgIsoCVsVH385kRl4tKaQZ0MoPC6jRVjCYbYxatApv_iqO-B57nAu0576-TyFiyPtnF7OFV2M73ARHK_ekSVu1UWs,&typo=1
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KSHeadStartAlum
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Adjournment:
Motion made by Lisa Collette to adjourn the meeting.

Motion seconded by Susan Bowles.
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm by Kathy Kersenbrock Ostmeyer
All'in favor

The next State ICC meeting will be on May 16, 2025.
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“KANSAS

Intesogency Coordinafing Council

SICC Grants to

Local Interagency Coordinating Councils to
Support a Comprehensive System of Services by
Increasing Community Awareness and Family Participation.

July 1, 2024 - Juna 30, 2025

LICC ¢ Infant Toddler #of Amount Purpose
Program counties
sarved

*ksol Arrowhead 13 2000.00 Early Intervention Awarenass and
Child Find Activities

K502 Butler County Farnily 1 2002.00 Community child devalopment evant

E Child Development Task E screan time and language

Force dievalopment training

K503 RCDC SW ESECC 13 2000.00 Training for Autism

K505 OCCEITS ] 2000.00 Community child development evant

K503 OCCK ITS- Dickinaon 1 2000.00 Conscicus Discipline Training

County Early Childhood

Council

k50T Douglas County LICC 1 2000.00 Community cutreach materials and
child development events

*K509 NEKESC EC3 11 2002.00 Outreach matarials, professicnal
davalopment workshops, and
caregiver reimbursament

*K510 NEKITS L] 2000.00 Safe sleep training & promotional
materiels for community events

*K511 Fint Hills ] 2002.00 Community outreach meterials and
child development evants

*K512 Geary Co EC Farmily 1 2002.00 Community outreach meterials and

Metwiork child development evants

*KS17 ITS of Riley Co 1 2002.00 Community outreach materials and

child development events
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ES161TS of Johnson County 1 2000.00 Community cutreach materials and
child development events

*K5319 Kid-Link Hays ) 2000.00 Community Event and materials for
COMIMUNity SwWarenses

k521 Leavenworth ICC 1 2000.00 Professional materials & Safe Sleap
training

K522 Marion County EC 1 200000 OFIL materials, PAT promoticon, and

Task Force Infant Toddler program promotion

K523 MoKifds Advisory 1 2000.00 Farent participation reimburaemant
& community cutreach materials

*K526 Franklin Osage Co 2 2000.00 Community events, educsational
activitias, parental invelvement and
feedback

*K528 Pottawstomie and 2 2000.00 Materials for community cutreach

Wabauneea Co LICC and child development events

ES30 REACH ICC- Winfield 3 2000.00 Family Engagement Event and
Community Awaraness

K531 Reno Co LICC 1 2000.00 Community cutreach materials and
child development events

k532 Saedpwick County 1 2000.00 Community & family engagament

ECCC evant

*K533 Shawnas Co Early 1 2000.00 Consultant for LICC strategic

Childhood Collaborative planning

kS34 SEE LICC 12 2000.00 Community outreach materials and
child development events

K535 Summer County LICC 1 2000.00 Community outreach matarials &
training on screen time and langusee
development

k536, Central Kansas LICC 5 2000.00 Incressing swareness and access to
developmentsal screaning

k537 Wyandotte County 1 2000.00 Community outreach materials and

LIcC child development events

*10 Menws grantees

Totals [26] 34 552,000.00

Updated 4/24/235




